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WNC’s Best Window Companies and much more

businesses in Western Norch Caroling and in seven other states.
|'::~'..1'['l'_|1‘_|i1_‘.'-i include the HJ'u:-H'rrrl.;ll Rock Methodist Church and the
Ragged Garden Inn in Blowing Roc k, the Esceola Lodge and the
Linvifle Resort in Linville and dozens of p]'imah' residences,
The McCurrys have expanded their business to include rus-
tic handrails and posts, 1|'|.-1]IH"|.|.:|-I1‘Lt':-. custom furniture and
bark panels and sheets for interior applications all perfect
:,'|jf|['|'||:||_-|,‘|'|'|l.,'r'l1_h T T_|'u‘ exterior 'iiding.

Prices for bark shingles are comparable to other high-grade
wiod :-:iqlin.;._g_, but since the bark never needs maintenance
and lasts nearly 100 years, an investment in bark siding soon
becomes a bargain for the home or business owner,

“We have always been interested in doing things that make
us feel connected to nature and the mountains we love,” said
Chris, “and supplying builders with environmentally sound
and beautiful materials is the ideal business for us.”

For more information on Highland Craftsmen and poplar bark sid
ing, visit their Web site at www.barksiding.com, or contac them at

(828) 2950796 or f‘.nulnrl.*n.nlthlfl' smen () charter net. W

José installing poplar bark siding




Poplar Bark Shingles

A “New’ Old Product for Siding

By Eden Foster

Chris and Marty Mc( urry didn't need

a l.'t"_;':i'[&' ball to know that the wave of

the future was to use green hujl{ling
tw-hniqurﬁ that are kind to the environ
ment from prudurt ion to installation.

Fifteen years ago, this Blow ing Ro k

couple fell in love with chestnut-sided
|'1lilll'-ii.‘.'-i and inns 1]1.1[; seemed to -:F|-|'i]1_|g
from l|'H‘ VeTy mountains where thvr Were
built, -Hh of these structures were 80
to 100 years old, yel the bark H:lmg had
never been painted and remained as vi
able, maintenance-free and beautiful as
the :la}' it was installed. But the chestnut
]J]ig]'l‘l of the 1940s 'wil:u:cl out entire in
dustries that depended on this dominant
hardwood, and the practice of using bark
to clad |‘.|1,I!i]1|ir1!_1"l.. died.

".'rJLlltl

chestnut bark siding be replicated using

II.lf'lll' |."l-'i1.{1ur'r"r'h L I._'I.I_Fiﬂl'l_]‘-.:

materials available todav?

Alter rntl_lr‘tlhiinl_f Ijrum 4 rare ‘"'"‘””I"l*'
of a beautiful 75 -vear-old house that
still hoasted its original poplar bark as
siding, Chris and Marty decided upon
the |‘.I-t"rl.t'l.'| solution to their dilemma.
All across the Southeast, h:-.T-grnuing_{
poplar stands are continuously being
harvested to supply the furniture and
|]|}"'-"r'mul r'l'lc'lﬂljjl.il'lei]lg industries.
Yet the |H\'t'l}' bark of the trees had
become a pesky nuisance to the log-
gers and sawmill operators, and was
often discarded as waste, or i—["“‘”“t as
!'.:l".'l. i_llldfl‘l_ r1111||; h

Serend ll|}i!1 wsly. e rp|.1|:' bark has many

of the same 1|1|¢1ii'rn-~; at the v
chestnut, It is p.r-_'.rl.'rj.n.l', P.rh!.il'l-.rl,", durable.
resistant to the elements, chemical-free and

over time, it turns to a lovely shade

nf'g]':\?. that melds F:-L*r'h'ul|',.' with the

mountain setting. Yet poplar bark is
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cven more enduring than its predeces-
sor, as it will not de-laminate or peel
OVer time,

If done within 11.1.'.'5 of the timber IL-I.!‘-
vest, poplar bark can be |'I-l:'l.'|f.'l.| r*t-.uiil_n.
from the Iumgw, using the same antique
tools that woodsmen used to remove
chestnut bark for a‘idin!_l and tanneries
a century ago, When the bark “cylinder”
is removed whole from the tree, it is
1'|HrT'|:':|i:|11'|.\' Cut |'|':'r' hand into vertical
strips, and damaged or discolored por
tions are discarded.

The HII'i:lH'n are cut into standard
:‘*-hi”é_’\_t{' ||i'|ll_r|']!"¢., II“'" ."'i'.!L_ L.'I'l.l .,lrll.l I,lLH_'L,"l
under pressure to prevent them from
carefully kiln

dried, which dest FOYS any iungnl Spores

curling. The stacks are

Oar 1insect ]-.Il"-'.'ll."'I .!r|1| 1"'"[.1I1Ii"i|'ll."'- Ih{'
proper moisture content. The :uhllll_[h'ri
are squared, packaged and stored in a
l']ir'l'l..'ﬂl' contre Fli{'ﬂi W ..lr";'hl:lll"'il." ilrllll ll'H":'.'
are ready tor use on the job site.

Alter affirmatively answering the
l{lu"ﬁ'lim:' “Can it be dope?” Chris and
."lr"i.'Lt'1_". were faced with w”my_ their idea
to builders and architects. They estab
lished Highland Craftsmen in the early
1990s, and began selling their unique
product within just a few vears,

“We decided to use poplar bark to side

our mid-] said Chris.

“Marty worked hard for months on the
project, and olten stopped to talk to
people who were curious about what he
u.lht!nih;. Rut the result is r:'u|||_'. worth
it. Our home now hts in |:wr|l'+.'||_'9.' with
the neighborhood, and is a great adver-
tisement tor our business.”

“ﬁ"ur'” l::ll. muout h S4 R h{ln*.‘u', ..J.i"l
Highland Craftsmen was hired to pro-

duce siding lor a number of homes and
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