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Before
You Buy...

s more and more people have

come to love bark shingle style,

he inevitable cowboy operations
have sprung up, and let the buyer be-
ware. Here’s what you should know.

There is no industry standard for
thickness or quality and no oversight.
Standard or premium grade is whatever
the salesman says it is, so pick a company
with integrity. Bark that’s too thin will
split or cup easily, and consistent grad-
ing is important to create an even flow
of shingles.

Newly cut shingles should be stacked
and placed under pressure to prevent
curling. Once dried, they should be
stored indoors until delivery and applica-
tion. Your shingles should come to the
jobsite flat, with no curl or bow evident.

Proper kiln drying is essential for
product stability. Excessive moisture
content will cause shrinkage after the
shingles have been applied and your
contractor has left, leaving your house
vulnerable.

Proper heat sterilization kills all in-
sect larvae and mold spores. If you re-
ceive a shipment of wood with mold on
it, reject it.

Shingles should be perfectly square
on delivery and should not have to be re-
cut onsite, except for sizing to fit.

Installation is key. Be wary of inad-
equate nailing patterns that can allow
shingles to curl. An in-depth installation
guide should be provided at the time of
product purchase.
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