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The visual charm and elegance of the Eseeola Lodge makes an immediate impact on all who experience it.
The lodge, which opened for service in 1892, continues to be one of the High Country's shining jewels. Photo Submitted.

Eseeola Lodge Has Been Crafting

hen Harvard professor William James

discovered the splendor of Linville in
1891, lintle could he have dreamed what the
Esecola Lodge would develop into nearly
12% Vears later.

"At last, | have struck it rich here in
North Carolina and am in the most pe-
culiar and one of the most poenc places |
have ever been in," James said on his frst
visit in 1891,

Within a year, James had construcred
the Esceola Lodige and it had begun to host
dancing, picnies and other evenrs. The main
building quickly became a local landmark
with s chimnev-topped, shingled and ga-
bled maim building, surrounded by its beau-
tiful veranda.

The vears since then have fearured many
changes and the establishment of some trea-
sured readinons.

"It has been always been a trear 1o come
tor the lodge," said Betsy Austin, the director
of communicanon, who starred as a worker
while she was in college 20 years ago and
eventually came back to work here full-
time. ' like stepping back in time.”

One of the biggest changes was when the
ariginal mne-hole golf course, which had
been expanded ro 14 holes in 1900 was set
aside for a new championship-caliber course
that was designed by the legendary Donald
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Ross in 1924 and has long been regarded as
one of the top courses in the country,

There have been he -.:]"L_lllrnh';t'\ o
overcome I:|'|ruug|1 the YEars, with the
old inn catnh:ng fire and ]'rurninh: to the
B_fl"'l I.!'II'.{ ar Thf start H[ 3 NEW Tourist season
in 1936 and the old golf clubhouse burn-
ing down in 1952, but the Esceola Lodge
has always showed the resiliency to come
back stronger.

One significant moment was the es-
tablishment of the Linville Golf Club in
1959, with the addition of a swimming
pool, bathhouse and pavilion for other
social funcrions,

Current general manager fohn Black-
burn was appoinred in 1983 and has em-
barked on acquiring addinonal property,
renovanng facilivies and expanding others
through the ensuing years,

The Linville Golf Club was significandy
renovated in 2006, with a new exterior, golf
shop and locker rooms. The dining room
was expanded and a full-service bar and a
FEI[[! Wwere J.I.hjl:d.

A new tennis faciliey was added in 2008,
with four ::l::,' courts, two hard courrs and
additional amenities.

Of more recent date, the lodge added a
popular outdeor program in 2011 and ex-
panded again with the new full-service spa

ts Heritage Since 1891

and fitness center ar the Alan Dickson Cen-
ver in 2014,

The outdoor program features walking
and hiking rrails, sportng clay shooting, ca-
TI{JEII]H. F.".I.-L{'L‘“l." h{lill'd.lllg .'LI'.IIJ H‘.‘ill.ll'lf‘..

There is also a new and wnique, Olym-
pic-sized, salt-water pool and children's pro-
grams that include day camps and feld trips
o locanions like Grandfather Mountain and
Linville Falls,

But one of the central focuses of the Es-
ceoln Lodge has always surrounded its food
and its service.

“There 15 something  abour slowing
down,” smd Ausnn. It 15 the concept of
*dinner being the entertmnment of the
evening.”

While the spectacular seafood buffer s
the centerpiece of the weekly dining sched-
ule at the lodge, patrons can expect a excep-
nonal food experience ar every meal.

The service s phenomenal,” said Aus-
on. “lr all makes for a unigue experience,
It is something thar makes it a special occa-
sion, even if its not a specl day.”

And all of these things continue vo build
the tradition of one of the High Country's
muost treasured destinations,

“The experience of staying in the lodge,
the delicious meals 15 what brings: people
back,” Austin said. #




Matt & VPC Builders

The Youngest Son Carries On The

Vincent Family Traditions

By Jesse Wood

hile the Vincent boys all dog perk holes for extra cash

when they were vounger, Martt Vincent is the only one

who mrned it into 3 business. With their father, Jav
Vincent, as a prominent realtor in the High Countrey, they picked
up on the face thar the health
department no longer dug holes
in house to see if a sepric site
perked or not.

A  budding entreprencur
studying finance and banking at
App State, Mart, now 33, would
wake up early o dig three-foor holes before class, and by his
senior year, he had several employees. “*He had flyers ourt ar real
estate offices and the health department that said, “Marr Vin-
cent, PHD,” said Jay, laughing ar the post-hole digger acronym
his son advertised.

Thus was the beginning of YPC Builders, an innovanive firm

specializing in commercial and residential construction, custom
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VPC |Builders

a team. Each member has an equal say in new hires and other company m

Whitney Bums

hemes, green building and remodeling in the High Country. VPC
Builders has offices in Blowing Rock and Banner Elk. The larter of-
fice opened in January 2016, and its renovation is a testimony to the
company's quality and ereative craftsmanship in the mountains,
The office features poplar
birch-bark  walls,
d pet rified Iug L | |1.1w tor &
gluss conference table, reclaimed
barn-wood and much more. A

bark siding,

live-edge slab in the lobby ix the

VIPC Builders rake on the sliding

barn door, which has thar modern-rustic flavor. A row of six-foot

tall hamboo plants add a splash of color and flair w the office

lubhby. The bamboo, of course, is lime green - the color dominat-

ing the VPC Builders logo thar adorns a 1939 black Ford F100
that Marr restored and parks around town in visible locations.

Matr is a crafisman at heart. It's probably why he iso't a real-

tor like his pops or one of his older brothers, Chad, who co-owns
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Madrioal Wendall Proffitt, Scott Pitt

Tony Anthony, Gary Smith, Jake




Vincent Properues with his father. Sull a
real estate-license carner, Matt dabbled in
realty when he was vounger, but realized

it wasn't his calling. Sce, he had always T
“.'HrLl.'\J 'ﬁ\llll. !1i".:~ |t..|.]'|IJ"., '.-N.|'u:‘.i1|:r It was
mowing lawns or digging perk test holes, !]-d
“Real estate was just never my cup of " u

o ; ; DENTIAL AND
tea,” Man said, adding that he was always :
drawn to the construcnon side of things. L
“It’s something | love. It"s something | ] ’

am passionate about, and rrothfully, |
couldn't be happier.”

Ar-the age of 22, Mart buile his frst
house, a spec home in Boone. He buils
spec homes through the recession and was
suceesstul, selling the homes well before
construction even finished. As the econ-
omy turned around, Mart and the VPC
!lll.lllLl.l.'r‘- team L!i.'LII.jt'Ll o fodns On Custom
||.|."I]ll.'5 - 1% .|'|.|LJI|||||I (4] I]Ii.'ll Ll"ll'li]'l:li'.'lL].il
projects and remodels. On the residennial
side of things, the majonity of the VIP(
Builders-built homes are constrocted in
the mountain, Adwrondack, rusnc siyle.
“We build everything from vour very up-
per end, several million dollar [projects]
down to more intimate homes for clients
who are working on a tght budget,” Vin-
cent saicd. *We have our hands in a lietle
bit of evervthing.™

At any given time, VPC Builders has
a couple dozen projecs in the works
from preliminary meerings with clients ar
the project site to handing over the kevs
to the front door. They also hold keys to
aver 100 homeowners or property own-
ers thar keep them busy here and there.
“*People trusr us, and say, ‘Hey Martr, can
vou keep an eve on our house or check
this,” he said, adding that he's never been
ane w turn down work becanse anv job
might lead to something bigger. *We've
always operated, in the fact, thar if some-
body comes 1o us then we need o help
thar person with whatever it is. No mar-
ter how small or kg, we'll find a way to
help them.”™

The Vincent Breed

To understand the culture thar Mare
has instilled at VPC Builders over the
past decade and his drive to mrn a hole
diging business into one of the premier
builders in the High Country, it helps to
look not only ar his raising bur a bir of
his lineage.

Mart’s great grandiather on his fa-
ther's side, Sidnev Archibald Vincent, is

ane of the “primary geniuses of the 21st




century,” according o Jay, who noted thar his
grandfather partcipated in the Manhattan Proj-
ect. Sidnev ran the Research Defense Comimie-
tee 1 World War 11 with Julins Robert f“llnpuu
heimer, and helped build the timing device in
the first aromic bomb. Thev still use his formuo-
las ro caleulate the oprimum alatude ro detonate

a bomb depending on mega-tonnage - ar least

the last dme | read they did,™ Jay said

Jav, om the other hand, worked as the #2 gy
for another brilliant man, William H. Maurer,
an executive of the Biamondhead Corporation,
“1 was the butter berween Bill and the resr of the
world. He couldn’t deal with people well,™ Jay
recatled, The Diamondhead Corporation was
a ].’ili.'.l.'. internaromal resor company i s in
fancy and owned by Malcolm Purcell McLean,
whose conminerized freight idea revolution
ired international trade. Afrer Jav, who prew up
in a mill village outside of Shelby, fimshed his
schooling and served four years in the service,
he was fortunate to get ajob offer with the Dia-
mondhead Corporanon from, as he always calls
mm, Mr, Mclean

One of the first major projects of the Dia-
mondhead Corporanon was o buy Pinehurst,
which came with a Carolina lon, Holly [nn,
Chevrolet d£~1|-_‘r.~'-|1l|~ and a uriliey company on
11,000 acres. “I believe there were only two golf
courses at the nme.” Jay remembered. ®lt was a
sleepy little golf village that was much micer as
a sleepy little polf village.”™ Based in MNew York
Citv, Jay flew all over the world on business,
crunching the numbers for MclLean™s develop-
ment business unril 1975, when he opted to
move to the Fhigh Country, study philosophy &
religion ot App State, raise a family and eventu-
ally open Vincent Properties, A small-town guy
at heart, Jay hated New York City and the rar
race that caused him to pracrically live in a pri
vate jer 1 just gor bumned our,” Jay said

Coming back o North Carolina, Jay found
the love of his life, Lynn, back in Shelby, and
they immediately moved w Boone. The cou-
ple raised their bovs with high expectations in
mind, and if vou ask either parent, bodh will tell
vou the other was tougher on the kids, With Jay
working all the time to support a growing fami-
Iy, Lynmprnimanly raised the children = tour boys
separated by eight vears? “1 never had enough
hands to keep up with all the running around,”
Lynn laughed, “They might have gotten mad ar
each other, but nobody else picked on another
brother. They ook care of one another.”

Lynn i the hedrock of the tammly, the heart
and soul of the Vincents. Jay's grandmother de
scribetd her asa “strong horse for a long pull.”
She is the one who taught the boyvs much of

their work ethic, discipline, good habirs and the

o
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idea that you finish whatever you start
Successtul traims her boyvs embody today,
She had them off to school every day

with a perfect lunch, and when they got
I||T 1|}f." t"l.l‘- m Thl: .'Ir.rl;'rl'llll'lll... ] ‘|I|..I1.'L
was ready for them. After a 10-minute
break, the boys sat at the dining room
and finished all written homework. She
would then drive them our to a horse
farm near the New River, and her sons
'I.".llllllj clut rlif Er.]‘i\-. L'E!'_'.'II'I [l:H." 'ﬂ..'l!]ﬁ
and perform other rasks, Unless there
WWas .I[I"rl'll'.‘!' HL'I:TIT:\' (Aly ?\F'H'IH to I:"l." ran
off 1o, it was back to the house, where
Lynn would soon have a gourmet din-
ner prepared. The kids then finished
up any other reading or smdving. It
was clock work, Come Sunday morn-
'I“H., 'iJ'IL' "|||-IZI1.II.L| ||...'I'I.'I'.' [hL'I'Il (J:I'L'.HH."\J. ll'l"'

in coats and ties, and the family was
off to church, “We'd divide them up .
best we could to keep them from

picking on cach other,” Jay said,

He arrribured much of his sons'

sticcess and cheir quality characrer to their own “dili-
geneey perseverance and hardsmart work™ and to Lynn, “Our
OIS |I'IJL.L' s P‘T'ULI\E ot not '\-i"llE'l '|'r'|l..|t rt'li."'l. |'I.I.'.'I." .I\.'-\.-i'l'l'lt'l_'!‘ll"lllid.l

but more importandy for who or what they are,” Jay said. “She

had much to do with thar, Lvnn Vincent 5 the heart and soul of

our tamily ... She was always there tor them in every way. We are

all fortunare o have her around.”™
They had four requirements of the boys: excel in school; play

: MM' to have a special connection to arimals.

Again.

Matt was always an independent fallow

and did his own thing. He also seemed

Jne summer when his older brothers
Were at summer camp, a lonely Matt
befriended a raccoon that was found

hurt on the road. Matt cared for the
animal before giving it to the an animal

authorities. "He loved that raccoon
mother Lynn said. "It would crawl ug
his legs and shoulder and pat his face
with its little hands” Also pictured here
is Matt in an old newspaper ad for his

father's realty business

— at least two sports; and participate in both
a communiry and church acovity. “As long
as they did those things, then the deal was
the old man would pay rtheir bills in terms of
school and providing a car-and a place vo live,”
Jay sand. “Buat | didn't have to do wo much of
that. They were all premry much independent
and entreprenetrial .., They just all learned discipling early on”

One day when Jay came home after work, he tried to engage
his sons ipro conversarion, Bur the “idiot box™ was on, and his
children were too absorbed in what they were warching. So, he
decided ro fix thar and cur the cord = back before Nerflix made it
trendy, Instead, the family had movie night once a week for abous

four vears, “That was a n'.1:|} neat time,” |.1j. said. *We didn't



Matt Vincent stands in the first house he ever
built at the age of 22. This spec home it located
n Boone. Matt said there are two particular

reasons he loves his job and stays at it everyaay.

Ca ] Ifl'-T'." ; ar |'.| I"-‘II-'| HNess
on clients face whenever the project is

i!_)!""-" .-:|:-,J t.'|||-u,'-.J aiout .'.-.:'lul'!l__: hard

everyday to make sure his employees have a job

have to argue to ger anvbody o the able. My wife was
putting all these wonderful, gourmet meals on the table,
and we sar and talked abour what we did, what we read.
We read a lot more and nobody rushed away from the
rable. It made for much betrer family fime.”

For Matt as a youngster and probably most any
other kid, no TV is not cool. His parents were strict,
and Matt recalled friends not wanting to come over and
hang out because they realized they wouldn’t be eating
junk food and warching TV, But looking back, it was
certainly a blessing in disguise. “We were raised thar you
have to go out there and work and make the opporruni-
ties for yvourself. They are not just going o knock on
vour door and give vou everything von want. You have
to go get ie,” Matt smic. “As a kid, we weren't allowed 1o
watch TV Erowing up. As a kid, that sucked. But now, |
am really thankful for it It forced us to go outside, play
HPI’IIT\ ..'I'I'Id g Lo rl'il.' '.'r":l'.!Llh.H

It seems to have worked, Jon Paul, 39, one of Matt's
older brothers who s based in San Antomo, Texas, 15
g financial execurive with USAA Bank. Another older
brother, Chad, who co-owns Vincent Properties, 18 one
of the op-pn lnlm_'mg realtors in the High LL‘rLII‘JIT}.. ac-
cording to his father, Jay, And then there’s Marm - as

disciplined and driven as they come,

The majority of custam homes VPC Bullders construct are in the

Adirondack, rnustic s, Commercial projects and remoadels represant

a good chunk of business, too. A few vears back, VPC Bullders turmed

an old gas station In downtown Blowing Rock into a Mellow Mush-

room restaurant (bottom left). In the picture above, Matt's restored

159 F100 truck sits in front of the newly reniovated Banner Elk office
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Whitney Burns, mar

lad the recant

stands at the reception

e VISIDEITY ar T

For berter or worse, Matt = who will be marrying Cassandra
Hayes this Seprember in Antigua - is a workhorse, a borderline
workaholic, savs at least one colleague, Charlie Day, a Blow-
ing Rock narive, manages the commercial projecrs, {while Gary
Smith, a Virginia Beach native, manages the residential costom
home side af |Iur:;_:-]. In :..ikmp. abour Matr, Dav said his bud
dies in the service during Desert Storm couldn't hold a candle o
Mart's work ethic.

“Ar one point, | was in the Army and my whole chain of com-
mand was West Point and the Rangers. Everybody was driven and
motivated, but not one of them has anything on Ma,” Day said.

“From daylight o dark, he doesn’r stop.”

801 CREST LANE | LINVILLE RIDGE

Located on the 13th hole of the Linville Ridge goff coursa,
this pristine Crestview townhome enjoys fantastic views
of Grandfather Mountain. The completely remodelad
proparty offers four bedrooms and four bathrooms
compiete with granite countertops. The master
bathroom offers an air Jacurz tub, steam shower
with aromatherapy, dual vanities and heated floors.
Additional features include hardwood flooring. outdoor
entertaining space with masonry fireplace and. built-in
Tec grill, two additional fireplaces in the living and dining
areas, vaulted ceilings and Woll and Sub-Zero kitchen
appliances. The home offers custom plantation shutters
throughout and a generator for added peace of mind.
The location s superb, eMering golf cart access, and is
within minutes to the course, scenic trails, dining, day
spa and the fitness center. $925,000 (orriren urrusnisHED)

NATALIE WATSON
828 898.5151 | natalie@linvilleridge.com

otheby’s

KTERMATIDMAL REALTY

Premier |

premiersothebysresity. com
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The Culture at VPC

Marr has alwavs kind of marched to his own bear, driving
straight at the fork in the road. He became a builder - ot a real-
tor. The voungest Vincent, he didn’t follow in his older brother’s
footsteps and attend UNC at Chapel Hill. Instead, he opted to
attend App Stare. Bur before licenses and degrees, he opred 1o go
down a different avenue than the other Vincents.

*Somewhere around the sixth grade, he came to me and said,
“You know dad? I've been doing all the stuff 1 am supposed to do
and I'm enjoyving it OK and you've been hauling me to my broth-
er's [activities] all my life, but | just want to do my own thing,”

nberreational Faaliy® sed the Satheby o beteenntions! Bpaly o e regivtesed wsivice masky used

ervices and may includs approarmarsane &1 inkan

ar hrakier i thes dale e purchass o e peoepervas degeoied




Tay recalled, Turns out, he wanted to rake
marnal arrs, and that became one of his
rwo required spors. Grandmaster Rick
Ward, who operates a Kung Fu academy
in Boone, took him wunder his wing and
ended up being a big influence in Matt's
life = not only physically but menzally,
oo, “Literally, every day | think of same-
thing that reminds me of what he ranght
me,” Mait said.,

In a way, Martt is still forging a unique
path in how VPC Builders operates and
markets irsell. Who else s using wine
harrels to advertise project sitess .-"'n.'lh'.'l”l!-..
l']'ll."':f |'|..'|'- '+ ..'Il."l"l'lr | I.‘II'I.I'I."I"I “'.1:\1 o II'\I'I'II.': L =
l..'l.'ll!'llll:'l.j Wine .i!'ll'j W h-'lhl:t':'. |'.‘L'IFTL'|.\. ‘l“.’lhll
else has a sweet old-umey rruck thar ad-
vertises the company logo all over wwn?
He actually has a goal for all the project
managers to one dav drve smmlarly res
stored trucks advertising the company’s
|||jlv|,|. “‘lJ'.'hnr Wi Iy (k] |_*1| ar VPC s we
try to look ar dmll}!: l|'||:'|!.=',- nllf[‘t‘l’l.‘l“lfn'..“
Mt sard.

T'his is u;rt.1|1||:. apparent, for exam-
ple, on the markering side of things as the
ﬁlr[l]rl.'ll'l} ‘||il WS A pri'l\‘p'l;'ﬁ\ m T‘IIIIT'H'IHI'I[:_
its brand. For example, the sandblasted
wine barrel lawn signs won the inaugural
Signage Smackdown contest sponsored
bv REMODELING in 2015, the same
year that VPC Builders revamped s in-
novative and progressive brand and in-
troduced its new eve-popping logo,

“1':{-.1.' '|'|.l'|“l.'|.| 0 Ereafe Our own ]1]1.‘I|'
ity and branch out a lircle bie,” Whirney
Burns, marketing director at VPC Build-
ers, said of the recemt brand revamping,
“It's been a lot of fun to be able 10 take
something like the logo and just figure
out new and unigue ways we can get
it Tl'l-l.'r'..‘. II'I a |"lT of w I'I..IT Wwe {IH. We
want to stand out, We want o be dif-
ferent. Wharever we can think of to do
that = the old rruck, the wine barrels, the
coasters, metal busmess cards; anything
we can do o differentiate our business,
and [ think people are starting to no-
tce.”

A positive corporare cubmre at VPC
is also evident. The VPC moro is values,
professiomalism  and  communication.
Continning education and volunteering
1 HIL' L'HI'IlI'II.I.I['III_'!.' dreg ll.'ql]iri.']'lll:'l'lth ol
the company’s employees. When hiring,
Moatt said he looks for three things in an
emplovee: ambition, lovaley and hones-
ty. ‘Most [other] things you can teach,”

Marr saud.
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The majority of homeas

range from a

5100 repair o

VPC Builders constructs
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C Adirani

tures many natural accents. Charlie Day, 8 praject

_ Bl

3 house to building a hame that costs

million.”




Matice the reclaimed barn wood siding featurad on the kitchen
ar, VPl Bullders strives to use many of the natural et
aments iound in the High Country’s environmeant such as |'_1|_|=:!:-_'

Al S0, e lair FE WOITTTY |-';'-:i:',:l Degms and more.,

At VPC Builders, Mart values a team;, understanding thatr a group
is smarter than just one person. To preserve chemstey among the
VPC Builders ream, all of the corrent employees participate in the
|:'||T“1Il_.= rlr';:ll_'i."",‘- - .|['|'|.l|.|l1.'f |]|'||.L||.|L' '“-'..'.} o dl.lil'lu" Tllln}:\, E]llr”]r_ 1]'“_
final interview process, all of the emplovees will show up and in-
terview a prospective employee at the same time, Afterwards, they
vote, looking for a unanimous decision on whether or not 1o bring
thar person on board. Evervbaody has a say.

1 think everybody in our company has a good mojo and a pood

@ CONCIERGEAUCTIONS
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VPC’s
Community
Outreach

PURPLEHEART HOMES

OFERATION: VETERAN HOME RENOVATION

Community outreach s embedded
in the eorporate culture of VPC Build-
ers. As Marr said, 1 am a big believer
in giving back to the community.” Each
employee 5 required to volunteer with
One COMMmUunity organization, nonprofit
or charity doing good work i the High
Country, Thar |1-ruiul1h
rings a bell becanse the

Vincent brothers were
all required 1o parici-
Pate in d COMmumiy
Activity growing up.

Some of the orga-
mizations thar are rep- .
resented by VPO Build- L
crs  employees include (
Wine to Water, Trout
Unfimued, Blood Swear and
Grears and Purple Heart Homes. The
latter is an organization thar features a
local ¢haprer in the High Country started
by Whimey Burmns, the markenng direc-
tor for VPC Builders.

Founded by Veterans for Veterans,
Purple Heart Homes and its partners
helped disabled veterans by outfitting
their homes with wheelchair ramps.
With vererans ownmg homes that no lon-
ger meets their physical needs, the Purple
Heart Homes program has the “intent of
restoring dignity and “quality of life’ by
lL'I'I.'Jt][!B d ‘-Et‘l.'. h..II'T]L'J' FTI'."I!' Ij'l.'l]'l!: Cnvi-
ronment for Service Connecred Disabled
Vererans.”

Whatney, who is president of the local
chapter, and Martt, who is on the local
chapter’s board, participate in the Purple
Heart Homes program h} FsINgG Money
and overseeing these local projects mak-
ing homes more accessible for veterans.
“You are helping people thar have sac-
rificed so much for this country,™ said
Martt. “It’s been a cool way to v to give
back.”




L |1L'||'||-|rr'., .il'h.{ I I\.ll.ll'l.li |.||-||'|L .lll'rl'\l lLi'I WS
somenne to come in and screw thar up,’
Matt said, *We actually vored on coming
here to Banner Elk. It just happened that
evervbody voted yes. We try to get every-
body’s input, and we v 1o make every
body a part of the company, We just have a
really good team.”

I |'.r." c ':1I;'l|l WEEsS |'I.I'U. FESTH Ilhll. d .1\.|_HII.|
ngly, and they wear the company’s uni-
torm shirts with pride. As Gany Smith, the
residential project manager and longtime
emploves, said of Matt and the company’s
vibe: “Mart's great, Lots of positive encrgy.
It"s fun working with evervhody, It's hurd

to sit down and ey to do mectings once a

week [hecanse we are all so busy, |":.J|:| thie
CONLTEY I8 FOOd WOLTCVEeT cverybods BETs
nrgether

Restoring The App
Theatre & Other Projects

On a sunny weckday i June, VI
Builders commercial project  manager

Charlie Day stood'in the lobby of the old

-"|.|'1]‘ Thearre. Over the soands of a subcon

racior knocking down a3 brick wall with

Charl - — o -
Charlie ralked abour the

a sledgehammes

company, the ti FEMOVATION Process,

his family history and old Boone. “It's

funny,” Charlie said aver the subcontrac
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tors banging awav, “half of the puvs work-
ing here all remember eating at Tom Red-
mond's |:1.-rdn|_-_ and |L.u1||:1l'.r'r,',|.'r stand thar
was right here.”

Charlie's family in the Boone and Blow-
ing Rock area goes back o ar least the Civil
War. His grandfather's grear great grand-
father, Sam Day, jomned the Union Army in
Knoxville and “led Stoneman right down
Thunder Hill near the gap,” Charlie said.
Aside from stints in the service, Charhe's
wiirked in the local construction industry
his entre lite with his relanves. In face,
Charlic recalled pulling nails out of lum-
ber from a barn that the wind blew over

when he was 5 vears old.
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High Performance.
Sustainable. Green.

Man Vincent, owner/founder of VPC Builders, takes green building se-
riously, and he has the credentials 1o prove it. He was one of the first
LEED certified builders in the state. LEED, which stands for Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design, is a popular green building certihcarion
program. Matt participates in the N.C. Healthy Built Home Program and is
certified by the Building Performance Institute as a Building Analyse, Mart
also has a Renewable Energies and Green Building Diploma from the N.C,
Solar Center.

A holder of master builder and accredited builder designations by the
N.C, Bulder's Institure, Martr holds the following distinctions: Certified
Aging-In-Place Specialist (CAPS), Certified Graduate Associate (CGA),
and Cerrified Green
Professional  (CGP)
designations with the
Marivnal Assodin-
tion of Home Build-
ers. He's licensed in
North Carolina and
South Carolina.

Just  as  wvalues,
professipnalism  and
communication  are
key words thar VPC
Builders live by, so
are high performance, sustainable
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and green. “For VPC Builders; each of these concepts goes hand-in-hand
with being a betrer builder. We constantly strive to meet and exceed com-
munity and national standards in high performance building by creating
innovarive structures that blend form wirth funcrion, in harmony with the
environment.”

Understanding that “one size does not fir all.” VPC Builders, which
won the Boone Area Chamber’s Evergreen Award for Leadership in Sis-
tainability, sponsored by Mast General Stare in 2015, offers different tiers
of “green,” including the aforementioned LEED and Energy Star certifica-
tions, They've worked on geothermal heated and cooled homes, and, of
course, active and passive solar projects.

“We take on projects that other builders say are nor possible. One cli-
ent that we got to work with, they touk it to other builders. They wanted a
LEED certificd house and were wld them it wasn't possible because of the
home they wanred,” Marr said, “They broughe ir vo us, and we sat down and
said, “We absolutely can do this™ and made it happen, and they were happy.
They are clients to this day.™

Consider the Stober residence in Blowing Rock. This was among the first
LEED certibied homes in the High Country. While a number of people caun-
tioned the homeowners that building a LEED home three hours away would
be a nightmare, Matt and the VPC Builders crew rose to the occasion.

*To rthe contrary, we couldn't imagine a project proceeding more
smoathly,” the Stobers wrote in a restimonial. “We know thar there were
many issues but instead of troubling vs you simply rook care of them. Lastly,
your commitment to stayving within our budget and delivering the house on
tithe his been well bevond our expectations.”

TO

HIGH COUNTRY MAGAZINE iy 2008

“I feel like I could do a
lot of things if I wanted
to, but getting to see
somebody’s face and
their bappiness [at the
finished product]. That’s
what makes me come to
work everyday.”

Matt Vincent - VPC Builders founder

Today, though, he oversees commercial
projecrs. Some of those in the works include
the renovation of the historic Appalachian
Theatre in downtown Boone, the expansion
and remodel of Macado's restaurant on King
Street and renovating a laundry facility into a
telephone/internet company's office.

The renovation of the historic Appalachian
Theatre is obviously a once-in-a-lifetime proj-
ect. The intent is to renovate and restore the
old theatre to its original 1938 arr deco design,
and for the thearre o host music: concerrs,
dramas, cinema, dance and other community
events. The versatile venue will have an orches-
fra pit, commumity space upstairs and about
675 sears. Phase one of the renovation began
in March and will include exterior work such
as the black-and-real fagade and a marquee and
— ar the request of the Town of Boone — pav-
ers along the sidewalk in front of the building.
“The rown asked if we could work thar in and
we said, “sure.”™ Charlie said.

The historic theatre is already gurted. In
fact, Charlic hod a hand in the nterior demo-
lition long before VPC Builders secured phase
one construction with the Jowest bid, Charlie
worked for Frank Mongelluzi, former owner
of Able Body Laborers, the construction staff-
ing company and the closed-down Pssghetti’s
restaurant in Blowing Rock. Afrer Mongelluzi
bought the building, Charlie was a part of the
¢rew that stripped the mside of the theatre,
When the |in|,:|,l.:|l1g crisls ocourred, .'hlnng,cl]l,lri
stopped renovatons and eventually the build-
ing wene into foreclosure during the busingss-
man's hankruprey hling.

The Town of Boone fronted the Downtown
Boone Development (DBDA) a
three-vear loan worth $624,000 1o purchase the
gunted theatre in foreclosure in the fall of 2001,
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VPC’s Marketing Prowess

s VIPC Buikders’ subcontrac-

ors busted out walls i the
old Appalachian Theatre on a
weekday n June, a television
crew was at the Banner Elk of-
fice, interviewing VPC Builders
founder Mot Vincent and com-
mercial project manager Charlie
Day. Today's Builders Television
Show is anng a feature on the
COMmpany this fall on CBS and
the two-person film crew was in
rown conducnng interviews and
VISITING PrOJEcT Si0es,

Like the new logo, this s parr
of the ongoing markening efforr o
ingrease awareness, of the company, While VPC Builders has a long
way 1o get before it's a Twimer or a Nike, the brand s cercanly no-
ticeahle in the High Country, and the cresove advernsement 15 ef-
fective. Take the 1959 Ford F100 rruck. Aside from the handful of
walk<ins 1t generates, | imagime everyone who drives on Tynecastle
Highway, L5, 321 or Main Street in Blowmg Rock recognizes the
restared, classic Chevroler from 1950,

The wine barrels, wa, They probably have 3 dozen different wiys
ﬂ'll:!n utilize an old wine o whiskey barrel on a project, and they'vee
won awards for thar creativity and sustainability, as well. This past
year, VIC Builders introdiced a new logo, and Whitney Burns, the

Greg Darrow, in the orange shirt, and Matt Evans, interview
and film VPC Builders founder Matt Vincent for an episode
ol Today's Builder Television Show that will air this summer.

company’s marketing  director,
tackled the re-branding effor.
Born and rased in Nashville,
Burns-ended up in the Boone area
like most evervone else; she ar-
tended Appalachian Stare; gradu-
ring with a degree in finance
and banking in 2012, She found
alocal boy and a decided ro make
Ih.l:' IE!HI‘L t.l)liri[l'l- h:'r I'I{!n[ﬁt. ]I!
hl.‘iwl‘.‘d“ H'I.'lt1 ‘IJ'I{' W l'l]'L.l:'lJ. as J!-
Fector I.II' I'I'lﬂ!'L.I;!ﬂ!]t.: _'II'IJ F-I."ﬂ.'.Jrn.h
fora r'1.1||--'-q'r'.1._'|;', commercial n',]l
estate firm in Nashville. She also
dabbles in mtenor design. She
came on board in March of 2014,
and the resolts of the past two vears are evident

In addinion to the wine barrels, the trock that bears the com-
pany's lime green logn, and the television show thar will reach o new
and wider andience, Burns also noted the wooden-circle drink coast-
ers with company logo and metal business cards that differentiare
VI'C Builders from other general contractors m the area.

*“We wanted 1o create our own identity and branch out a lirtle
“It's been a lot of fun to be able to take something
likee the logo and just figure out new and unigoe ways we can get it
out there ... [We are] trvimg anvihungg we can do to ditferentiate our
business, and I think people are starting to notice.”

bit,” Burns said.

Tickets
Only

500

ENSEMBLE

Strce

presents

The Commedia De Arte version of these
two classic tales.

Lots of fun, lots of audience interaction,
and gift bags for all the kids in the
audience, courtesy of Kilwin's,

Show starts at 11am at the Blowing Rock
Auditorium, 160 Sunset Drive.

sponsored in part by:

"THE DMLY MAME YOU NEED TO KNOW 1IN
MIOUNTAIN REAL ESTATE™

want
knowledgaable sefvica in
buying or seling real estate in
our begutiful High Country, then
contoct Bonrner Elk
brokerage firm. Put

experier

estole morket 1o work for youl

B CELEBRATING

OF DUTTUANDING Emmce

Wea are
cammilied fo
professionol

Lefvie e

\ John D. Davis, I
: e E 828.260.1550
COMMUNITY PO Box 336, 161 Silver Springs Dr.
Banner Elk, NC 28604
www.bannerelkrealty.com




The DERDA and Appalachian Theatre of the
High Country {(ATHC) nonprofic eventu
ally pad the town back for purchasmg the

theatre in 2013, The DBDA turned the
theatre over o the ATHC, In June 20135,
the ATHC s capital campaign to fund the
resTOration project enitered the i*ul"|u :.1|':.|u
when the group announced thar it had
raused 56,1 million = or nearly 80 percent —
of the 5§ million campatgn goal

For Matt = and evervone else =this s a
project they feel will have a lasting impact
on downtown Boone and the surrounding
community. He talked about hanging out
it the dollar theatre in his VoOUnger aavs,
He remembers the movies and the sticky
floors. “] remember going there as a kid a
ot It was a really cool place. Charlie was
the one doing the demo all along, so we all
have kind of a special attachment 1o the
theatre,” Mare said. “It's just an awesome
project. We bid on ir-agaimst all of the con
tractors in the area. We were the low Iad-
der and part of that was honestly because
we wanted to do it tor cheaper because it's
such a good aspect of the community and
1 way for us to give |'..|n.'|-.l

VPC Builders as two locations in the
High Country: 2059 Tenecastle High
way in Banner Elk and 989 Main Street
in Blowing Rock. For more mformation,
chiek to wwwovpchuilders.com or call
H28-295.0707, #

Jerald Melberg Gallery
Comes to the High Country
For the Summer and Fall!

Representing

Emerging and establishied
artists of distinction and
important estates

Exhibiting
Repularly rotating solo
shows by pallery artists as

well as invitationals

Holding
An extensive mventory of
|,1._Iil11I-I!_L'.'-|_ W l\rL'- LM FI‘!F“'T'

sculpture and fine prints

Consulting
Corporations and private
lI".-u_I‘P'n.'Il_lll.ll‘- L TN .IFH_!

vyl o colllectio
2% tl”:"‘“ |||._~,hl s

Educating
Through lectures and QA
events with our artists

BLOWING ROCK

110 Sunset Drive
Wednesday-Sunday
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Hans Hofmann

Brian Rutenbery

JERALD MELBERG

GALLERTY

1 10 Sunset Dirive

Blowing Rock, NC 28
H28.414.9

galleryifjeraldmelberg




