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By Nan K. CHasE

PHOTOGRAPHY BY RERFCCA D'ANGE
EXCERT WHERF NOTED

A new bungelow in an old Asheville, North Carolina,
neighborhood combines 1(0-year-old siyling with a recently
rediscovered historic building material,

N 2007 T WAS WRITING TWO BOOKS — one on Asheville’s late-19th- and early
20th-century architeetural history, und the other on the reemergence ol bark
shingles as a sustainable, organic and sophisticated material for exterior
siding—when my husband, Saul, and I had the chance o buy a small
vacant lol near some of Asheville’s most significant Arts and Crafts land-
marks. We leapt ut the opportunity and have since built a compact bungalow that
blends well with the style and scale of its urban surroundings and is clad in poplar
bark shingles — an antique building material that has reemerged in modern form.
History is all around us in the well preserved remnants of this Gilded Age
resort town. I'rom the second story side porch we have a view of the Grove Park
Inn. the 1912 stone behemoth that remains a popular destination today. and we're
jJust a few blocks from The Manor Hotel, a fanciful tourist ladge that opened in
1899 and 15 still occupied, surrcunded by dozens of handsome cottages, ranging
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in size up to 14 bedrooms and with
4s many as five sleeping porches,
that were built on the lodge’s hilly
33 acres.

Just a block away from us 1s
the Chestnut Street Historic Dis- g
trict, which contains some of the
city’s finest residential workman- ?
ship and where the domestic
servants who lived in our more
modest neighborhood of small,

exhibited a high degree of inventiveness and finesse while
composad of one of the mos( rugged materials imagin-
able. ‘ ;
[n the Southern Appalachian village of Linville, N.C.,
the classically influenced work of architect TTenry Bacon,
wha was aclive in the area from 1895 1o 1913 before
going on 1o design the Lincoln Memorial in Washington,
D.C., utilized shingles cut from two-inch-thick chestnut
bark, which wis available in abundance from trees being
harvested for lumber and tanbark,

Bacon’s unique contribution was to clad the exteriors
(and, in some cases, the interiors) of his large. clegant
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homes in precisely  squared
shingles ol chestnul bark. (A
West Coast bark-house vogue
sprang up 4 bil later, using
cedar and redwood bark applied
mostly in vertical strips. And
aller its formation in 1916, the
expanding National Park Ser
vice stronglv encouraged the
use of bark for service buildings
wherever appropriate, in keep-

workmanlike bungalows went 1o
work each day.

BARK: LOST AND FOUND

Although bark was a commeon building material for mil-
lenia for native peoples living amid North America’s
virgin forests, it has occupied only a small niche in the
evolution of American architecture since the arrival of
European settlers. But during its modern heyday. from the
mid-1890s through about 1920, bark clad houses and
Iodges, definitely rustic but with a Craftsman influence,

ing with its emphasis on using
local materials.) Because T had lived near historic
Linville. 1 knew firsthand about the durability ol those
shingles: a number of chestnut-bark structures there have
been in continuous use for more than a century, unstained
and unpainted,

Old Linville bark-house styling died out with the
ferocious chestnut blight ol the early 20th century. Only
in the last two decades have similarly tough shingles of
poplar bark been available that meet modern building
codes, particularly those governing fire resistance,



FCR POACH SLIPPORTS AND RAN NG WE
CHOSE PEELED LOCUST POSTETHAT WL ALSE,
LIKE THE SHIMG _ES, LAST FOREVER  RLGGED
AME MATURAL IMAPFEARANCE BT Pa MSTAK-
INGLT =MD FITTES TS MEET MUNICIPA L
ELILDIMG CODES FOR MEW COMSTAUCTICH.

DESIGNED TO FIT

To help our brand new house fit
i among its older neighbors, we
took what style lessons we could
from the bark house’s architec-
tural heritage and from the Crafts-
rman aesthetic-— namely, that any-
thing goes in the way of materials as long as
they are handcralted. And the more covered
porches the better—preferably large ones.

In our case, the lot’s tiny size—just 3,900
square feet—was both decisive and welcome.
The house’s footprint is 30" x 32", with 1.444
heated square et aver two stories and the rest

in covered porches or enclosed outdoor stor-
agie, Our relatively  gadgel-Iree Tifestyle {(no
dishwasher, microwave or TV, and only a
striall under-the-counter refrigerator) reed us
to devote substantial floor space and cubic
footage to large closets and built-in book-
shelves.

Irst-floor front and center are a spacious
dining room and kitchen, united beneath a
ceiling of 4" tongue-and-groove pine planks
that are stained and burnished to match the
handsome oak cabinets. custom made by an
Asheville master. A long bench and several
small armehairs in the turniture mix are tvpi-
cal of the Appalachian “cabin stvle.” harking
back to the old lifestyle of quiet pastimes
around the communal table.

A more formal sitting room, beyond the
dining space, has its own bathroom and a
separale entrance o the wraparound porch. It
is thus easily converted o a sell-slanding en
suite puest accommodation. A naster bed-
room suite und an office are upstairs, both
opening directly onto the long second-floor
porch.
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To highlight the wood's qualities, interior surfaces
like door and window trim. moldings and baseboards are
stained rather than painted. (The molding design evolved
from the carpenters’ hands, not from any catalog.) And
painting the walls 1 rich earth tones like rust and taupe
helped darken - and relax — the smaller rooms, actually
maxang them seem larger by inviting in the lively street
life outside the window.

Including covered porches on both floors was a
throwback tothe pre -air-conditioning days when Asheville
was a pleasant mountain retreat in the stcamy South.
Although the house has conventional air conditioning, weo
don’t use it often; the porches work eftectively 1o cool the
air coming into the house, especially on our shadeless
southeastern corner.




WE USED THE [8-1NMCH WIDE STAN24RM-GRADL S INGLES ALl HOUGH &
FMRE DEEPLY RIDGED PREMIUM GRADF ZXISTS BITS OF CLIMGING LICHEM,
MC33, ANS WINZ MAKE EVERY SHINGLF UIMICUE, IN TIME, THE BUILLING &3 &
WHOLE MAY “AKE ON |78 OWH SITE-SPFCIFIC PATINA, [SPECIALLY ALOMG |TS
NCATHzZRMN EXPOSURE, WHERE SHADE AN MOISTURE LINGER,

Outside, we strived to create a sur-
round for our rough-hewn house that sub-
tly cmbraces it, with foundation plantings
ol low hollies, a few conifers to give winter
color, space for “edible-landscape” plants
like berries, fruit trees and grape vines, and
a few touches of color from wildfMowers of
the Blue Ridge.

Indeed, mside and out we lried to stay
true to an authentic bungalow vision that
wedaves the house and ils selling together,
from the outermost cdges of the lot to the
innermeost closet of the house. By the time
construction was finished in early 2008, we
had forgoticn how unusual an all bark
house can look in the middle of a city, at
least (o someone coming upon it for the
first time. We're reminded of that every
lime a motorist or pedestrian slows down
to stare—and smile, @

Nan K. Chase iy the author of Asheville: A Llistory
MoFurland & Company, 2007), and co-author
with Chris McCurry, of Bark House Style: Sustzinable Designs
from Nature {Gibbs Smith, 2008). Her book Lidible Landscape wil]
be published in 2010,
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Man ¥, Chase with
W, Grey Fisher
Weavarville, N.C.
BULDER

Frank A. Wilson
Candler NC.
SPECIAITY PORCH FaABRICATION
David MeCaslin
Asheville, NC.

BARK SHIMGLES
Highland Craftsmen
Spruce Ping, N.C.
barkhouse.com
CABINETRY

Kitchen Concepts
Asheviile, N.C.

ashevillekitchenconceprs.com
CoMPosiTE DECKING
Trex Company
trex.com

LIGHTING

Sea Gull Lighting
seaguiighting.com
TankLESS WATER HeaTER
Rinnai

OPERABLE SKYLGHTS
Welux

THE PORC = CFI IINGS ARE SINISHED

M C_AY TOMES. TH= RMECKING 15 MADE
OF A RECTCLEC-WOG ™ AND PLASTIC
COMPOSITE FIMIE=ED N A SIMILAR
MEUTRAL SHADE.
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