Bark House wins 2016 Architectural Record Product of the Year
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Press Release from The Bark House:

The Bark House at Highland Craftsmen Inc, the only company with a Cradle to Cradle Certified™
PLATINUM product, announced today that its bark wall coverings made of Recycled Appalachian
Wood Waste (RAW™) have been recognized as a 2016 Record Product by Architectural

Record magazine. Architectural Record is the leading trade publication dedicated to architecture and
interior design. Recognized for regenerative design, distinct beauty and lasting, maintenance-free
performance, Bark House poplar bark wall coverings convey a unique authenticity that is quiet, yet
very powerful.

A panel of six judges, representing the nation’s leading architectural firms, selected the best new
products of the year from among 425 entries submitted for Architectural Record’s 11th annual
competition. Entries were judged on the criteria of innovation, aesthetics and purposefulness. The
company has now received three prestigious awards this year including a tenth B Corp “Best for the
World” award and has the first product with a Cradle to Cradle® PLATINUM Certification (2016).

With over 125 years in print, Architectural Record has an outstanding reputation for selecting the
industry’s best projects and building products. The magazine serves architects, engineers and
design professionals throughout the world. This company is honored that the Architectural
Record has featured two interior projects with Bark House products over the years.

“Lyn Rice Architects unites a New York City campus with a new urban quad at Parsons’s Sheila C.
Johnson Design Center” headlined in the 09/08 issue of Architectural Record magazine. The team
was taxed to connect unrelated buildings that did not align, one to the other. “The idea of
reconnecting to the city drove the project,” said Rice.

This is what Lyn Rice, AlA the founding principal of Rice+Lipka Architects has to say about the project
today: “At Parsons School of Design, we created a new multi-building campus center in a dense
urban area of New York City. The Bark House worked closely with us to find the precise material
characteristics we were seeking for the project — a warm, large scale material, natural with strong
texture and durability. Bark was new to us as an interior institutional finish and there were some initial
concerns about the durability of bark as an interior finish, but we came to understand that bark has a
lifetime of outdoor exposure and has been battered by the elements. We used large, monolithic bark
panels to bring a warm, unexpected element to the space, and to acknowledge the existing, but
hidden, wood structure of the building onto which it is installed. The Bark House helped us
understand the sustainable harvesting process, provided multiple samples and mock-ups and were
kind, responsive and professional. Now, after years of public exposure at Parsons, the bark looks as
good as the day it was installed. In combination with a large glazed roof, this bit of transplanted Bark
House nature enlivens the shared space and reconnects this interior campus hub to the outdoors.”

“Surface Tension: A Progression of Materials... from rough poplar bark to smooth bronze

panels” headlined in the 09/15 issue, a project designed by David Jameson Architect for SHERBER +
RAD. “Inspired by the structure of a tree—with its rough bark on the outside and smoother rings
closer to the core— the Washington, D.C.—based architect organized the 3,770-square-foot facility as



a progression of spaces wrapped in increasingly refined materials....Jameson lined the walls here
with the thick bark of 40 poplar trees, unrolled vertically to create the impression of a flattened forest.
Some of the bark still has lichen attached or knots where branches had been. Variations in color,
texture, and width show that nature is not uniform and enhance the visual appeal of the space.”

The two projects made powerful statements but seem at first to have very different goals. One to
organize disconnected spaces — to relieve tension and the other to express tension. Presenting
connection between seemingly different parts is one of the beauties of Bark House products. “We
imagine buildings akin to a stand of trees with many species and cities as urban forests reaching
toward regeneration. As such — we are proud that the urban designs called upon bark wall coverings
to help create a perfect natural fit.” — Chris McCurry

Founded in 1990, Highland Craftsmen has been an award-winning trailblazer in regenerative design
for the built environment. Bark House products manifest the company’s mantra of BEAUTIFUL,
Outside and Within. You are invited to tour the facilities in Western North Carolina, or visit the
website at BarkHouse.com.

Read more about
Architectural Record’s Product of the Year Award

Learn more about our
Bark House Products

About The Bark House®

Winner of the Record Product of the Year Award from Architectural Record Magazine, Highland
Craftsmen Inc is the only company in the world to design and create a product that is Cradle to
Cradle® PLATINUM Cetrtified. Highland Craftsmen has received ten B Corp “Best for the World”
awards. This is an internationally recognized company whose products are 100% US made with
100% US sourced raw materials and has been recognized by the State of North Carolina for
Sustainable Manufacturing. The company was founded in 1990 by Marty and Chris McCurry and its
mission is to connect people to nature in the built environment through regenerative design that is
strong across all pillars of the sustainability triad. Marty is the creator of bark wall coverings and their
manufacturing systems that originated with Highland Craftsmen. Chris constructs process and
balances the company’s regenerative initiatives. She is the author of Bark House Style. By achieving
these merits, the couple has exceeded what experts in the sustainability field such as Environmental
Building News have regarded as impossible, or aspirational at best. Their accomplishments have
physically manifested the ideals held within the sustainability triad as theirs is a manufacturing
company as opposed to a service provider, and it has done so as an independently owned, small
business. Their strategy has demonstrated in practical ways that it is possible to change the nature
of building.

Bark House® is the product brand name, and as such is most often recognized by the public. For
additional information, please visit www.BarkHouse.com and follow The Bark House on The EmBark
BLOG, YouTube, Twitter and Facebook.

About Cradle to Cradle® Certification

C2C provides companies with a means to tangibly and credibly measure achievement in
environmentally-intelligent design and helps customers purchase and specify products that are
pursuing a broader definition of quality. The PLATINUM level of certification means that a company
has achieved the highest measure of the certification strategy in all five areas of assessment:
environmentally safe and healthy materials; design for material reutilization, such as recycling or
composting; the use of renewable energy and carbon management; efficient use of water, and
maximum water quality associated with production; and instituting strategies for social responsibility.



About Cited Project Architects

Lyn Rice is founding principal of Rice+Lipka Architects and has developed an iterative design
approach that inventively embraces practical constraints and actively teases out of them unexpected
design opportunities. Rice was selected as one of the Architectural League of New York’s Emerging
Voices and named part of the Design Vanguard by Architectural Record. His work has been
published widely and recognized with a dozen American Institute of Architects Design Awards among
others. Rice currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Architectural League of New York. He
holds a Master’s from Columbia University, where he currently serves as roving critic, and has led
design studios at Princeton, Barnard College, Syracuse/NYC, and The Cooper Union.

David Jameson, FAIA, founded his architectural studio in 2001 upon a rigorous commitment to design
excellence. The studio’s work has been recognized nationally and internationally with over 175
design awards and featured in over 200 design. London based Wallpaper magazine recognized the
firm in 2011 as one of four US based firms to follow in its Fabulous 40 issue and Architectural Digest
named David as the youngest member of their AD100 roster, a listing of the top 100 architects and
designer’s worldwide. In 2012 the Wall Street Journal included the studio in their folio of the ten best
residential architects in the US.



