


Building a treehouse for Mike, one of our very own crew members, was the cherry on top of a happy year for Nelson
Treehouse and Supply. Mike is a talented carpenter and treehouse enthusiast, and had longed dreamed of building
a treehouse near his home. Since Mike and the NTS crew built this treehouse in the lead-up to the holidays, they
decided to infuse it with the spirit of a local tradition called, "Breakin' up Christmas." This old Appalachian tradition
involves twelve days of communal dancing, music, and festivities around Christmastime, and resonates with the
playful and unifying ethos of treehouses.

The decision to build Mike's treehouse was made spontaneously, and the crew departed for the build site without
any completed designs. Mike and Alex Meyer collaborated on the design en route to the build site, and began
construction without the support of in-shop prefabrication. In a remarkable demonstration of skill, hard work, and
insomnia, Mike and the crew built the treehouse 100 percent onsite within 13 days, start to finish. To complete his
treehouse in such a short period of time, Mike called in favors from friends and relied on reclaimed materials,
including chestnut and oak wood from the floor joists of a nearby barn. The finished treehouse is a product of
collaboration, tradition, and ingenuity.

Mike's treehouse looks at home in the forest, clad in poplar bark siding and nestled 18 feet up in a grove of
tulipifera, or tulip poplar trees. With a plumbed kitchen, outdoor shower, compostable toilet, bedroom loft, living
space, toasty wood stove, and dual decks, this "treehome" makes for a cozy retreat.






























Mike's friend fabricated this stunning railing; he was inspired by seeing dew drops on a spiderweb woven between
posts of a split-rail fence. Mike's friend incorporated fence posts into the railing to mimic the natural web he had
spotted.






Much of the wood inside Mike's treehouse is reclaimed, including chestnut and oak from old barn floor joists, and
walnut that dates back to 1880!































































Photo Tour: Lake Chelan Fairytale Treehouse
Take a look inside this stunning treehouse on the shores of Lake Chelan.
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